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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p147)

  Currency
 US dollar ($)

 Language
 English

 Visas
 Generally not required for stays of up to 90 

days for visitors from most EU countries, 
Japan, Australia and New Zealand. Check 

www.state.gov/travel for details.

Money
 ATMs widely available. Credit cards 

accepted at most hotels, restaurants and 
shops.

 Cell  Phones
 The only foreign phones that will work in 

the US are multiband GSM models. Buy 
prepaid SIM cards or a cheap pay-as-you-go 

phone locally.

 Time
 Central Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus 

six hours)

  Tipping
 Expected at most places. Restaurant servers: 

15% to 20%. Bartenders: 15% per round 
(minimum per drink $1). Porters: $2 per bag. 

Housekeeping sta  : $2 to $5 per night. Taxi 
drivers 10% to 15%.

 Arriving in Chicago
 O’Hare International Airport (ORD; www.
flychicago.com) is 17 miles northwest of 
downtown. Chicago Midway Airport (MDW; 
www.flychicago.com) is 11 miles southwest 
of downtown. O’Hare is bigger and handles 
most of the international flights. Both air-
ports have easy El train links into the city.

 From O’Hare International Airport
 The Blue Line El train ($5) runs 24/7 and 
departs every 10 minutes or so. The journey 
to the city center takes 40 minutes. Shuttle 
vans cost $35, taxis around $50.

 From Chicago Midway Airport 
 The Orange Line El train ($3) runs between 
4am and 1am, departing every 10 minutes 
or so. The journey takes 30 minutes to 
downtown. Shuttle vans cost $30, taxis $35 
to $40.

 From Union Station
 All trains arrive at this huge station at the 
Loop’s western edge. For transportation 
onward, the Blue Line Clinton stop is a 
few blocks south (thought it’s not a great 
option at night). Taxis queue along Canal St 
outside the station entrance.

 Getting Around
 The El (a system of elevated and subway 
trains) is the main way to get around. Buses 
are also useful. Buy a day pass for $10 at 
El stations. The Chicago Transit Authority 
(www.transitchicago.com) runs the transport 
system.

L Train
 The El (it stands for ‘elevated,’ though many 
trains also run underground) is fast and 
frequent. Red and Blue Lines operate 24/7. 
The other lines run from 4am to 1am daily. 
The standard fare is $3 (except from O’Hare 
airport, where it costs $5).

J Bus
 Buses cover areas that the El misses. Most 
run at least from early morning until 10pm; 
some go later. Some don’t run on weekends. 
The fare is $2 ($2.25 if you want a transfer).

P Taxi
 Taxis are easy to find downtown, north to 
Andersonville and west to Wicker Park/Buck-
town. It costs $3.25 when you get into the 
cab, then $2.25 per mile. Uber, Lyft and Via 
are also popular in the city.

H Bicycle
 Lots of locals cycle to get around. Divvy 
bike-share stations are ubiquitous; a 
24-hour pass costs $10. Bike rentals for 
longer rides (with accoutrements such as 
helmets and locks) start at around $18 for 
two hours.

Your  Daily Budget
 Budget: Less than $100

  Dorm bed: $35–50

  Lunch specials: $10–15

  Transit day pass: $10

Midrange: $100–$300
  Hotel or B&B double room: $150–250

  Dinner in a casual restaurant: $25–35

  Architecture boat tour: $46

Top end: More than $300
  Luxury hotel double room: $400

  Dinner at Alinea: $285

  Lyric Opera ticket: $200

Useful  Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/chi-
cago) Destination information, hotel bookings, 
traveler forum and more.

Choose Chicago (www.choosechicago.com) 
Official tourism site with sightseeing and 
event info.

DNA Info Chicago (www.dnainfo.com/chicago) 
Detailed news about sights, bars, restaurants 
and events, broken down by neighborhood.

Advance Planning
 Two months before Book your hotel. 
Reserve at mega-hot restaurants such as 
Alinea and Girl & the Goat.

Two weeks before Reserve a table at your 
other must-eat restaurants, and book 
tickets for sports events and blockbuster 
museum exhibits.

One week before Check www.hottix.org 
for half-price theater tickets.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know
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Must-See Works: Floor 2
 Get close enough to Georges Seurat’s A Sunday 
Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte (Gal-
lery 240) for the painting to break down into 
its component dots and you’ll see why it took 
Seurat two long years to complete his pointillist 
masterpiece. Nighthawks (Gallery 262), Edward 
Hopper’s lonely, poignant snapshot of four 
solitary souls at a neon-lit diner, was inspired by 
a Greenwich Ave restaurant in Manhattan. Grant 
Wood, a lifelong resident of Iowa, used his sister 
and his dentist as models for the two stern-faced 
farmers in his iconic painting American Gothic 
(Gallery 263).

Must-See Works: Floors 1 & 3
 America Windows (Gallery 144) – huge, blue 
stained-glass pieces – were created by Marc 
Chagall to celebrate the USA’s bicentennial. The 
elongated figure of The Old Guitarist (Gallery 
391) by Pablo Picasso is from the artist’s Blue 
Period, reflecting not only Picasso’s color scheme 
but also his experience as a poor, lonely artist in 
Paris in the early years. Salvador Dalí’s Inven-
tions of the Monsters (Gallery 396) was painted 
in Austria immediately before the Nazi annexa-
tion. The title refers to a Nostradamus prediction 
that the apparition of monsters presages the 
outbreak of war.

Other Intriguing Sights
 The Thorne Miniature Rooms (Lower Level, 
Gallery 11) and Paperweight Collection (Lower 
Level, Gallery 15) are awesome, overlooked 
galleries. In the light-drenched Modern Wing, 
the ongoing exhibition ‘The New Contemporary’ 
(Galleries 288 and 290–99) bursts with iconic 
works by Andy Warhol, Roy Lichtenstein and 
Jasper Johns.

y Top Tips
  Allow two hours to 

browse the museum’s 
highlights; art bu  s 
should allocate much 
longer.

 Advance tickets are 
available (surcharge 
$2), but unless there’s a 
blockbuster exhibit going 
on they’re usually not 
necessary. The entrance 
queue moves fast.

 Ask at the information 
desk about free talks and 
tours once you’re inside.

 Download the mu-
seum’s free app, either 
at home or using the on-
site wi-  . It o  ers several 
audio tours through the 
collection. Highlights, 
architecture and pop art 
are among the themes.

5 Take a Break
 The Gage (p36) cooks 
eclectic gastropub fare 
and pours whiskeys and 
beers to pair with it. 

The 1898 Berghoff (p38)
is tops for a beer and a 
dose of Chicago history.

 The second-largest art museum in the country, 
the Art Institute houses a treasure trove from 
around the globe. The collection of impression-
ist and postimpressionist paintings is second 
only to those in France, and the number of sur-
realist works is tremendous. The Modern Wing 
dazzles with Picassos and Mirós, while Japanese 
prints, Grecian urns and suits of armor stuff 
endless rooms beyond.

 1 Map p32, F4

www.artic.edu

111 S Michigan Ave

adult/child $25/free

h10:30am-5pm Fri-Wed, to 
8pm Thu
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4 North Avenue 
Beach
 Head northeast through 
the park (past the 
bikeshare, then toward 
the underpass) to North 
Avenue Beach (p72 ). 
It’s Chicago’s most popu-
lar sand lot. A short walk 
on the breakwater yields 
postcard skyline views.

5 Nature 
Boardwalk
 From the beach, walk 
over the pedestrian 
bridge back into Lincoln 
Park. Amble around the 
Nature Boardwalk, a 
half-mile path around 
the South Pond’s wet-
lands ecosystem.

6 Lincoln Park 
Zoo
 Mosey northward 
through the free zoo 
(p72 ), which has been 
entertaining locals 
for around 150 years. 
Zebras, snow monkeys 
and rhinos are among 
the critters that flash 
quickly by.

7 Lincoln Park 
Conservatory
 Continue north to the 
conservatory (p73 ). 
The fine 1891 hothouse 
coaxes ferns, orchids 

and palms to flourish. 
In winter, it becomes 
an escape from the icy 
winds raging outside.

8 Caldwell Lily 
Pool
 The enchanting 
Caldwell Lily Pool 

(p69 ) hides in a plot 
northeast of the 
conservatory. It’s a 
lovely escape from the 
crowd, with Prairie-
style stonework, lazing 
turtles and dragonflies 
fluttering around.

2 The Walk
 The Gold Coast and Lincoln Park are among Chi-
cago’s most prized bits of real estate, but they didn’t 
start that way. The former was a swamp, the latter a 
cemetery c1865. That changed when Lake Shore Dr 
opened, and Bertha and Potter Palmer built a manor 
at its edge. So began a rush of Chicago’s wealthy to 
the neighborhood. The park became their fashion-
able playground (the cemetery was moved). This 
walk explores the area’s past and present.

 Start Original Playboy Mansion; Red Line to Clark/
Division

Finish Caldwell Lily Pool; bus 151

Length 3 miles; 2½ hours

5 Take a Break
 The  Patio at Cafe Brauer (2021 N Stockton Dr; mains 
$9-13; h11am-9pm Mon-Fri, from 8:30am Sat & Sun; c) 
is perfect for a glass of wine while sitting by the zoo’s 
South Pond.

1 Original Playboy 
Mansion
 Hugh Hefner began 
wearing his all-day 
jammies at this 1927 
mansion (p62 ), when 
the rigors of magazine 
production and partying 
prevented him from 
getting dressed. The 
building contains condos 
now, so you can’t enter, 
but you can let your im-
agination run wild about 
the parties Hef had.

2 Astor Street
 Head east a block to As-
tor St. It was named for 
John Jacob Astor, one of 
the USA’s richest citizens 
when he died in 1848. 
Astor never lived here, 
but the area’s builders 
thought his name added 
dazzle. Several turn-of-
the century mansions 
rise up between the 1300 
and 1500 blocks.

3 Charnley-Persky 
House
 While he was still work-
ing for famed architect 
Louis Sullivan, Frank 
Lloyd Wright (who was 
19 at the time) designed 
the Charnley-Persky 
House. It was completed 
in 1892 and now houses 
the Society of Architec-
tural Historians.
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 The ride-sharing 
companies Uber, Lyft and 
Via are also popular in 
Chicago.

 Bicycle
  Divvy (www.divvybikes.

com) has 5800 sky-blue 
bikes at 580 stations 
around Chicago and 
neighboring suburbs.

 Kiosks issue 24-hour 
passes ($10) on the 
spot. Insert a credit card, 
get your ride code, then 
unlock a bike.

 The  rst 30 minutes 
are free; after that, rates 
rise fast if you don’t dock 
the bike.

 Bike rentals for longer 
rides (with accoutre-
ments such as helmets 
and locks) start at around 
$18 for two hours. Try 
 Bike Chicago (Map p32 ; 
%312-729-1000; www.bike-
chicago.com; 239 E Randolph 
St; bikes per hour/day from 
$9/30; h6:30am-10pm 
Mon-Fri, from 8am Sat & Sun 
Jun-Aug, reduced hours rest 
of year; mBrown, Orange, 
Green, Purple, Pink Line to 
Washington/Wabash) or 
 Bobby’s Bike Hike (Map 
p46 ; %312-245-9300; www.
bobbysbikehike.com; 540 N 
Lake Shore Dr; per hour/day 
from $10/34; h8:30am-8pm 
Mon-Fri, 8am-8pm Sat & Sun 

Jun-Aug, 9am-7pm Mar-May 
& Sep-Nov; mRed Line to 
Grand).

 Car &  Motorcycle
  Tra   c is often jammed, 

and street parking is 
scarce.

 Downtown garages cost 
about $40 per day.

 On-street, metered 
parking costs from $2 per 
hour (in outlying areas) 
to $6.50 per hour (in the 
Loop).

 Note that ‘meter’ is a 
bit of a misnomer – you 
actually feed coins or a 
credit card into a pay box 
that serves the entire 
block.

 Some meter-free 
neighborhoods require 
resident parking passes, 

and some don’t. Read 
signs carefully.

Essential 
Information
 Business  Hours
 Typical normal opening 
times are as follows:

Banks & businesses 
9am–5pm Monday–Fri-
day

Bars 5pm–2am (to 3am 
on Saturday); some 
licensed until 4am (to 
5am on Saturday)

Nightclubs 10pm–4am; 
often closed Monday 
through Wednesday

around $50. Taxi queues 
can be lengthy, and the 
ride can take longer than 
the train, depending on 
tra   c.

Chicago Midway 
Airport

  Train The airport has 
its own El train station on 
the Orange Line operated 
by the Chicago Transit 
Authority (www.transit
chicago.com). Trains run 
between 4am and 1am 
and cost $3. They depart 
every 10 minutes or so 
and reach downtown in 
30 minutes.

 Shuttle van The GO 
Airport Express (www.
airportexpress.com) 
door-to-door shuttle goes 
downtown for $30. Vans 
run between 4am and 
10:30pm. The journey 
takes approximately 50 
minutes.

 Taxi Rides to the center 
take 20 minutes or longer 
(depending on tra   c) 
and cost $35 to $40.

Union Station
  Train For public trans-

portation onward, the 
Blue Line Clinton stop is a 
few blocks south (though 
it’s not a good option 
at night). The Brown, 
Orange, Purple and Pink 

Line station at Quincy is 
about a half-mile east.

 Taxi Taxis queue along 
Canal St outside the sta-
tion entrance.

 Getting 
Around
Elevated/Subway 
 Train

  The El (it stands 
for ‘elevated,’ though 
many trains also run 
underground; www.
transitchicago.com) is 
fast, frequent and will get 
you to most sights and 
neighborhoods.

 Two of the eight color-
coded lines – the Red 
Line, and the Blue Line to 
O’Hare airport – oper-
ate 24 hours a day. The 
other lines run from 4am 
to 1am daily, departing 
every 10 minutes or so.

 The standard fare is 
$3 (except from O’Hare 
airport, where it costs 
$5) and includes two 
transfers.

 Enter the turnstile using 
a Ventra Ticket, which is 
sold from vending ma-
chines at train stations.

 You can also buy a Ven-
tra Card, aka a recharge-
able fare card, at stations. 
It has a one-time $5 fee 
that gets refunded once 
you register the card. It 
knocks around 75¢ o   the 
cost of each ride.

 Bus
  City buses operate 

from early morning until 
late evening.

 The fare is $2 ($2.25 if 
you want a transfer).

 You can use a Ventra 
Card or pay the driver 
with exact change.

 Buses are particularly 
useful for reaching the 
Museum Campus, Hyde 
Park and Lincoln Park’s 
zoo.

 Taxi
  Taxis are plentiful in the 

Loop, north to Anderson-
ville and northwest to 
Wicker Park/Bucktown.

 Fares are meter-based 
and start at $3.25 when 
you get into the cab, then 
it’s $2.25 per mile. The 
 rst extra passenger costs 

$1; extra passengers after 
that are 50¢ apiece.

 Try  Checker Taxi 
(%312-243-2537; www.
checkertaxichicago.com) if 
you need a pick-up.

Money-Saving Tips
  If you’re going to use the El more than a few 

times, it’s worth it to buy a rechargeable Ventra 
Card, available at any station. You can add value as 
needed. Without a Ventra Card, each ride you take 
is subject to a surcharge for using a disposable 
ticket.

 Unlimited ride passes (one-/three-day pass 
$10/20) are also available; get them at train 
stations.

 Hottix (www.hottix.org) sells drama, comedy 
and performing-arts tickets for half-price.
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South Loop & Near 
South Side (p112)
The South Loop bustles 
with the lakefront 
Museum Campus. Blues 
sights and Chinatown 
are further on.

Top SightsE
Field Museum of Natural 
History

The Loop (p22)
Chicago's center of 
action for both business 
and play, with 
skyscrapers galore.

Top SightsE
Millennium Park
Art Institute of Chicago
Willis Tower

Near North & Navy 
Pier (p42)
Shops, restaurants, 
hotels, galleries, boats 
and amusements 
abound in this densely 
packed quarter.

Top SightsE
Navy Pier

Gold Coast (p54)
Furs and Rolls Royces 
are de rigueur, as are 
swanky boutiques and 
cocktail lounges.

Top SightsE
360° Chicago
Museum of 
Contemporary Art

#E
Wrigley

Field

Wicker Park, 
Bucktown & 
Ukrainian Village 
(p88)
Few sights, but you can 
easily spend the day 
here shopping and the 
night eating, drinking 
and hitting the myriad 
rock clubs.

Near West Side & 
Pilsen (p100)
Buzzy, top-chef 
restaurants are the Near 
West Side's calling card. 
Mexican taquerias meet 
hipster hangouts in 
Pilsen.

Lincoln Park & Old 
Town (p66)
Beaches and zoo 
animals, top eateries 
and stylish shops 
abound in Lincoln Park, 
while Old Town has 
Second City comedy.

Top SightsE
Lincoln Park

Lake View & 
Wrigleyville (p78)
Baseball lovers and 
nightlife fans share the 
bar-filled neighborhood, 
which parties hard, 
especially in club-
thumping Boystown.

Top SightsE
Wrigley Field

 Chicago 
Neighborhoods

Neighborhoods  1918
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1 Hamburger Mary’s
 Campy   Hamburger Mary’s (%773-784-
6969; www.hamburgermarys.com/chicago; 
5400 N Clark St; h11:30am-midnight Sun-
Wed, to 1:30am Thu & Fri, to 2:30am Sat) is an 
LGBTQI spot that all of Andersonville 
hangs out at. It serves well-regarded 
burgers and weekend brunch in the 
downstairs restaurant, but the action’s 
on the rowdy, booze-soaked patio.

2 Big Jones
 Warm, sunny   Big Jones (%773-275-5725; 
www.bigjoneschicago.com; 5347 N Clark St; 
mains $17-23; h11am-9pm Mon-Thu, to 10pm 
Fri, from 9am Sat & Sun) puts ‘southern 
heirloom cooking’ on the menu. Resi-
dents flock in for chicken and dump-
lings, crawfish étouffée and shrimp 
and grits.The decadent, biscuit-laden 
brunch draws the biggest crowds.

3 Simon’s
 Open since 1934,   Simon’s (%773-878-
0894; 5210 N Clark St; h11am-2am Sun-Fri, to 
3am Sat) is a dimly lit musicians’ water-
ing hole. The jukebox rocks an eclectic 
lineup ranging from Robert Gordon 
to Elastica to the Clash. In winter, in 
homage to its Swedish roots, Simon’s 
serves glogg (spiced wine punch).

4 Woolly Mammoth
   Woolly Mammoth Antiques & Oddities 
(%773-989-3294; www.woollymammothchica-
go.com; 1513 W Foster Ave; h1-7pm Mon, from 
3pm Tue, from noon Wed-Sun) is part morbid 
curiosity shop, part art installation. 
Creepy doll heads, a stuffed wallaby, jar 
of old dentures, a record book from an 
asylum – it’s all here, and then some.

5 Hopleaf
 A cozy, European-style tavern,   Hopleaf 
(%773-334-9851; www.hopleaf.com; 5148 N 
Clark St; mains $12-27; hnoon-11pm Mon-
Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat, to 10pm Sun) is 
a community favorite for its cashew-
butter-and-figjam sandwich and house 
specialty of frites and ale-soaked mus-
sels. It also pours 200 types of beers, 
emphasizing craft and Belgian suds.

6 Hot G Dog
   Hot G Dog (%773-209-3360; www.hotgdog.
com; 5009 N Clark St; hot dogs $2.50-4; 
h10:30am-8pm Mon-Sat, to 4pm Sun) is the 
place to bite into, say, a chicken apple 
cranberry hotdog with whiskey cheese 
and pecans.It’s also a fine place to try 
an ol’ Chicago-style dog. The chefs 
formerly worked at Hot Doug’s famed 
shop.

7 Nha Hang Viet Nam
 Little   Nha Hang Viet Nam (%773-
878-8895; 1032 W Argyle St; mains $7-13; 
h8:30am-10pm Wed-Mon) may not look 
like much from the outside, but it offers 
a huge menu of authentic, well-made 
dishes from the homeland. It’s terrific 
for pho and clay-pot catfish.

8 Green Mill
 The timeless   Green Mill (%773-878-5552; 
www.greenmilljazz.com; 4802 N Broadway; 
hnoon-4am Mon-Fri, to 5am Sat, 11am-4am 
Sun) earned its notoriety as Al Capone’s 
favorite speakeasy. Sit in one of the 
curved leather booths and feel his 
ghost urging you on to another martini. 
Local and national jazz artists perform 
nightly.

 Andersonville is an old Swedish enclave, where 
timeworn European-tinged businesses mix with 
new foodie restaurants, antique shops; and gay 
and lesbian bars. Nearby Uptown is a whole differ-
ent scene, with historic jazz houses such as the 
Green Mill (Al Capone’s fave), along with the thriv-
ing eateries of ‘Little Saigon.’ Both areas are prime 
to stroll and to window-shop, eat and drink.

Getting There

mRed Line to Berwyn 
(six blocks east of Clark 
St) for Andersonville. 
Red Line to Lawrence 
for Green Mill.

J Bus 22 travels along 
Clark St.

Local Life
 Mixing It Up in   Andersonville & 
Uptown

Mixing It Up in Andersonville & UptownWorth a Trip 8786

Neighborhoods Hubs
 Wicker Park and Logan 
Square hold the mother 
lode of cool little clubs 
where edgy indie bands 
plug in. Blues and jazz 
clubs are scattered 
around town, though a 
couple of big-name spots 
pop up in the South 
Loop. Lincoln Park offers 
convenient access to 
blues bars (especially on 
Halsted St) and intimate 
alternative venues.

 Best Blues
Buddy Guy’s Legends 
Sick licks fill the air day 
and night. (p122 )

BLUES Small, crackling 
club with seasoned local 
players. (p77 )

Blue Chicago Handy 
Near North spot with 
good local acts. (p52 )

Kingston Mines Hot and 
sweaty late-night venue 
with two stages jamming 
daily. (p77 )

Best Jazz
Green Mill Big names in 
jazz bebop at this time-
less tavern. (p87 )

Whistler Artsy little club 
where indie bands and 
jazz trios brood. (p99 )

Jazz Showcase Elegant 
room where national acts 
blow their horns. (p123 )

Best Rock
Hideout Feels like your 
grandma’s basement but 
with alt-country bands 

and literary readings. 
(p95 )

Metro Cool buzz bands 
smash through sets. 
(p85 )

Empty Bottle Go-to club 
for edgy indie rock. (p95 )

Lincoln Hall Indie bands 
love to play the intimate 
room with pristine 
acoustics. (p77 )

 Best for 
Strolling & Lolling
Millennium Park Mean-
der around interactive 
public artworks, and 
bring a picnic for the 
evening concert. (p24 )

Northerly Island The 
grassy park offers a 
tranquil escape from the 
nearby Museum Campus. 
(p118 )

Best for 
Active Types
606 This old train track 
turned elevated path 
rolls through Wicker 
Park, Logan Square and 
onward. (p92 )

Lincoln Park Join run-
ners, rowers, walkers and 

cyclists in Chicago’s larg-
est green space. (p68 )

Maggie Daley Park 
Blow off steam at the 
rock-climbing wall, 
ice-skating ribbon and 
whimsical playgrounds. 
(p34 )

Best for 
People-Watching
Buckingham Fountain 
Everyone gathers around 
Grant Park’s centerpiece 
for its trippy light shows 
and 15-story-high spout. 
(p34 )

Mary Bartelme Park 
See how the West Loop’s 
hipsters and families get 
their exercise. (p103 )

Best Gardens
Lincoln Park Con-
servatory The small but 
potent dose of tropical 
blooms is especially 
welcome during winter. 
(p73 )

Lurie Garden (p26)
Find Millennium Park’s 
secret garden and you’re 
treated to a prairie’s 
worth of wildflowers. 
(p26 )

y Top Tip
  See the alt-weekly 

Chicago Reader 
(www.chicagoreader.
com) for comprehen-
sive listings.
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 The birthplace of electric blues and house music, 
Chicago also fosters a rip-roaring independent 
rock scene, boundary-leaping jazz cats and all 
kinds of world beats. Venues are thick on the 
ground, with tunes spilling out of muggy clubs, 
sunny outdoor amphitheaters, DIY dive bars and 
everyplace in between.

Live  Music
Best

y Top Tip
  The Chicago Park 

District (www.chica
goparkdistrict.com) 
lists all kinds of free 
events – movies, live 
music, theater – that 
take place in green 
spaces citywide.
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 Chicago takes green space seriously. Since the 
1830s its motto has been Urbs in horto, Latin for 
‘City in a Garden.’ Almost the entire lakefront is 
public parkland, thanks to city planner Daniel 
Burnham. When he pieced the city together 
again after the Great Fire, he made sure enor-
mous parks were part of the package.

 Parks &  Gardens
Best

 Best Live Music  139138  Best Parks & Gardens

 Public  Holidays
 Banks, schools, offices 
and most shops close on 
these days:

New Year’s Day January 1

Martin Luther King Jr 
Day Third Monday in Jan

President’s Day Third 
Monday in February

Pulaski Day First Monday 
in March (observed mostly 
by city o   ces)

Memorial Day Last 
Monday in May

Independence Day July 4

Labor Day First Monday 
in September

Columbus Day Second 
Monday in October

Veteran’s Day November 
11

Thanksgiving Day 
Fourth Thursday in 
November

Christmas Day Decem-
ber 25

 Telephone
  US country code % 1

 Chicago area codes 
% 312, 773, 872

 Making international 
calls Dial % 011 + coun-
try code + area code + 
local number

 Calling other US area 
codes or Canada Dial % 

1 + area code + seven-digit 
local number

 Calling within Chicago 
Dial % 1 + area code + 
seven-digit local number. 
It works the same 
whether you’re calling a 
landline or cell phone

Travelers with 
 Disabilities

  Most museums and 
major sights are wheel-
chair accessible, as are 
most large hotels and 
restaurants.

 All city buses are wheel-
chair accessible, but about 
one-third of El stations 
are not.

 Easy Access Chicago 
(www.easyaccesschicago.
org) is a free resource that 
lists museums, tours, res-
taurants and lodgings, and 
provides mobility, vision 
and hearing accessibility 
information for each place.

 Visas
  The Visa Waiver 

Program (VWP) allows 
nationals from some 36 
countries (including most 
EU countries, Japan, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand) 
to enter the US without a 
visa for up to 90 days.

 VWP visitors need an e-
passport (with electronic 
chip) and approval under 
the Electronic System For 
Travel Authorization at 
least three days before ar-
rival. There’s a $14 fee for 
processing and authoriza-
tion (payable online). Once 
approved, registration is 
valid for two years.

 Anyone staying longer 
than 90 days, or from a 
non-VWP country should 
apply at the US consulate 
in their home country.

 Check the US Depart-
ment of State (www.state.
gov/travel) for updates.

Restaurants Breakfast 
7am or 8am–11am, lunch 
11am or 11:30am–2:30pm, 
dinner 5pm or 6pm–10pm 
Sunday–Thursday, to 
11pm or midnight Friday 
and Saturday

Shops 11am–7pm 
Monday–Saturday, 
noon–6pm Sunday

 Discount  Cards
  The Go Chicago Card 

(www.smartdestinations.
com/chicago) allows 
you to visit an unlimited 
number of attractions 
for a  at fee. It’s good 
for one, two, three or  ve 
consecutive days.

 The company also of-
fers a three-, four- or  ve-
choice ‘Explorer Pass’ 
where you pick among 
25 options for sights. It’s 
valid for 30 days.

 CityPass (www.
citypass.com/chicago) 
gives access to  ve of the 
city’s top draws, including 
the Art Institute, Shedd 
Aquarium and Willis Tower, 
over nine days. It’s less 
 exible than Go Chicago’s 

pass, but cheaper for 
those wanting a more 
leisurely sightseeing pace.

 All of the above let you 
skip the regular queues 
at sights.

 Electricity  Money

 ATMs
  ATMs are widely avail-

able 24/7 
 Most ATMs link into 

worldwide networks (Plus, 
Cirrus, Exchange etc).

 ATMs typically charge a 
service fee of $3 or more 
per transaction.

 Credit Cards
 Visa, MasterCard and 
American Express are 
widely accepted at 
hotels, restaurants, bars 
and shops.

 Tipping
 Tipping is not optional; 
only withhold tips in 
cases of outrageously bad 
service.

 Airport & hotel 
porters $2 per bag, 
minimum per cart $5

 Bartenders 15% per 
round, minimum per 
drink $1

 Housekeeping sta   
$2 to $5 per night

 Restaurant servers 
15% to 20%, unless gra-
tuity is already included 
on bill.

 Taxi drivers 10% to 
15%, rounded up to the 
next dollar

 Parking valets $2 to $5 
when you collect the keys.

Type A
120V/60Hz

 Dos & Don’ts
  Smoking Don’t smoke in restaurants or bars: 

Chicago is smoke-free by law in those venues.

 Dining Most people eat dinner between 6pm and 
8pm (a bit later if dining out).

 On escalators Stand to the right on the escala-
tors; walk on the left.

 Ketchup on a hot dog Don’t do it! It’s a local 
quirk that the red sauce doesn’t go on wieners.

Essential Information  153152  Survival Guide

Type B
120V/60Hz

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of Chicago
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
Chicago
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighborhood  by 
 neighborhood  

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Neighborhood s
What’s where

Chicago’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Lonely Planet’s 
Chicago
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighborhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Chicago.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighborhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Chicago skyline from below
JOE DANIEL PRICE/GETTY IMAGES ©

Chicago Top Sights ....................................................8

Chicago Local Life ..................................................... 12

Chicago Day Planner ................................................ 14

Need to Know ............................................................ 16

Chicago Neighborhoods .......................................... 18

Welcome to 
Chicago

 Take cloud-scraping architecture, lakefront beaches and 
world-class museums, stir in wild comedy, fret-bending 
guitars and very hefty pizza, and you’ve got a town that 
won’t let you down. The city center is a steely wonder, 
but it’s Chicago’s mural-splashed neighborhoods – with 
their inventive storefront restaurants, fringe theaters and 
sociable dive bars – that really blow you away.

QuickStart 
Guide

7
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Art Institute of Chicago (p28)
 Marble halls filled with masterpieces.
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